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“While the Justice Department is reviewing the legalization initiative 

recently passed in Washington State, DEA’s responsibility to enforce the 

Controlled Substances Act (CSA) remains unchanged.  Neither States nor 

the Executive branch can nullify a statute passed by Congress.  The 

investigation of drug traffickers remains our core priority and the President 

has never made a commitment to give carte blanche to drug 

traffickers.  The DEA has consistently made it clear that targeting 

individuals with cancer or other serious illnesses is not the best use of our 

limited resources.  That said, the DEA will continue to aggressively 

enforce the CSA throughout the Pacific Northwest.”    

Statement of   

DEA Specia l  Agent in  Charge  

 Matthew G. Barnes   

   

Let’s Talk About Marijuana  

 

Notices Sent to  

Marijuana 

Storefronts  

 The proportion of high school students smoking marijuana everyday– everyday– has        

increased over the past five years from 5.1% to 6.5%.1 

 According to the Center for Disease Control, more teens are smoking marijuana than       

cigarettes– 23% of high school students reported recently smoking marijuana while 18%         

reported smoking cigarettes.2 

 Marijuana use among teens rose in 2011 for the fourth straight year– a sharp contrast to the 

considerable decline that had occurred in the preceding decade. Marijuana use is now at a  

30-year peak level among high school seniors.3  
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Marijuana Cigarette 

http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/eastern-washington.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/western-washington.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/oregon.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/idaho.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/alaska.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/major-operations.shtml
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/marijuana-letters.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/marijuana-letters.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/sea/newsletter/marijuana-letters.pdf


 

   

 

Statements by the Western  

Washington Distr ict  and Eastern  

Washington Distr ict   

U.S . Attorneys  

 “The Department of Justice is reviewing the legalization initiatives recently passed in Colorado and Washington State.   The Department’s responsibility to 

enforce the Controlled Substances Act remains unchanged.  Neither States nor the Executive branch can nullify a statute passed by Congress.  In enacting the 

Controlled Substances Act, Congress determined that marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance.  Regardless of any changes in state law, including the 

change that will go into effect on December 6th in Washington State, growing, selling or possessing any amount of marijuana remains illegal under federal 

law.  Members of the public are also advised to remember that it remains against federal law to bring any amount of marijuana onto federal property,  

including all federal buildings, national parks and forests, military installations, and courthouses.” 

Western District of Washington 

U.S. Attorney Jenny Durkan  

   Eastern District of Washington  

U.S. Attorney Michael Ormsby 

Click the below photo to submit a tip 

 Perceptions of the harmfulness of marijuana among high school students are at their lowest levels since surveys 

of this age group began in 1991. 4 

 As teens get older, their perception of risk diminishes. Only 20.6% of 12th graders see occasional use as harmful 

(the lowest since 1983), and 44.1% see regular use as harmful, the lowest since 1979.5 

 Of the 6.5 million persons aged 12 or older classified with illicit drug dependence or abuse in 2011, 4.2 million 

had marijuana dependence or abuse. 6 
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http://www.justice.gov/dea/ops/submit.shtml
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